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News from the Surrey Safeguarding 
Children Board (SSCB) 
 

 

 SSCB Annual Report 2012-2013 
 
The annual report of the Surrey Safeguarding Children Board reporting 
on activity to safeguard children across Surrey during 2012-2013 is available at 
Surrey Safeguarding Children Board. 

 
 
 
 

 Training update  
 
Surrey Safeguarding Children Board (SSCB) is pleased to introduce the new training 
programme for April 2014 – September 2014. For the first time SSCB are splitting their 
programme into two 6 monthly programmes. This has been introduced to enable 
amendments to the programme and courses throughout the year, as issues are identified.  
The change will allow the Board to be responsive and reflect new findings and 
recommendations in new legislation and guidance, and also lessons from serious case 
reviews and child deaths, in training materials. In addition this approach will enable us to 
respond to training needs of professionals as identified throughout the year, to provide 
courses offering the best opportunities for learning.  
 
 
 
 
Re-launch of Safeguarding Foundation Modules 
 
SSCB will be revising and re-launching its Safeguarding Foundation Modules. These will 
now be provided in two training days. The courses have been revised and provide an 
exciting introduction to safeguarding children training. 
 
The new programme and a new online booking system will be launched on our website at 
www.surreycc.gov.uk/safeguarding.   
 
 
 
Become a multi-agency trainer for SSCB 
 
Are you interested in developing your training skills and delivering training for SSCB to a 
multi-agency audience?  If you have been in your current post for two years and already 
have experience of training delivery please contact Lisa Welch to discuss. 

  
 
 

 

 

New courses 

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/childrens-social-care/information-for-child-social-care-professionals/surrey-safeguarding-children-board/guidance-and-protocols-for-professionals-from-surrey-safeguarding-children-board
file://CHF14/VOL2/USERS/RBARRY/DATA/My%20Documents/Upload/Website%20version%20SSCB%20Training%20Programme%20Bookletdocx.pdf
file://CHF14/VOL2/USERS/RBARRY/DATA/My%20Documents/Upload/Website%20version%20SSCB%20Training%20Programme%20Bookletdocx.pdf
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/safeguarding
mailto:lisa.welch@surreycc.gov.uk


Keeping children and young people safe 
 
Children and young people can experience significant challenges to keeping safe and 
thriving and experience periods where stress can be difficult to manage. This newsletter 
provides some useful information and guidance to help face these challenges. 

 
E-safety 
 
The use of information and communication technology brings great benefits. At the same 
time, safeguarding risks are attached, and the Surrey Safeguarding Children Board (SSCB) 
has been instrumental in developing guidance which can be adapted for wider use. 
 
Recognising the e-safety issues and planning accordingly will help to ensure appropriate, 
effective and safe use of electronic communications including the internet, mobile phones, 
games consoles, handheld technology and social media, including social networking. This 
will help to discuss the issues and review e-safety awareness. 
  
Surrey County Council, in partnership with Babcock 4S, has produced an e-safety toolkit 
which provides schools with the resource to audit current provision and identify the 
resources required to address any gaps in school provision. 
 
There has been a substantial increase in instances of grooming and cyberbullying 
emanating from access to the internet and the use of smart phones. Surrey Safeguarding 
Children Board has responded by setting up a multi-agency e-safety sub-group to monitor 
and support partner’s activity to address e-safety concerns and to coordinate partnership 
working across agencies. This work includes raising awareness with parents and young 
people addressing specific areas of concern and to prevent and respond to areas of online 
exploitation for example cyberbullying, grooming and sexting. 
 
Anyone requiring further information can contact:  
 
Freephone helpline - 0808 1000 900 or download the leaflet: ‘The Internet and 
Children…what’s the problem?’ provided by Stop it Now! 
 
Advice for schools is available from Ian McGraw, Education Safeguarding Advisor on 01483 
518158. 

 
Child sexual exploitation 
 
A key priority of the Surrey Safeguarding Children Board is to monitor and support partners 
to ensure that children and young people in Surrey are aware of issues around sexual 
exploitation. Part of this work is awareness raising and knowing how to get support to 
overcome this form of abuse. 
 
Child sexual exploitation (CSE) is a form of abuse which involves children, male and female, 
of different ethnic origins and of different ages, receiving something in exchange for sexual 
activity. Perpetrators of sexual exploitation are found in all parts of the country and are not 
restricted to particular ethnic groups. 
 

http://sscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_internet_abuse.html
http://sscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_internet_abuse.html
http://www.stopitnow.org.uk/files/stop_booklets_the_internet_and_children_whats_the_problem01_14.pdf
http://www.stopitnow.org.uk/
mailto:ian.mcgraw@surreycc.gov.uk


It can be a difficult subject to address with children but help is available. ‘Simple 
Conversations to Keep Your Child Safe’ is a guide for parents aimed at 5-11 year olds and 
can be accessed at www.NSPCC.org.uk/underwear. The Underwear Rule aims to get 
across a valuable message and get everyone talking PANTS. 
 
Also within Surrey a theatre production company called Alterego are performing a play 
entitled ‘Chelsea’s Choice’ to all Surrey secondary schools with particular emphasis on 
years 9 and 10, secondary pupil referral units and special schools. 
 
‘Chelsea’s Choice’ is an innovative applied theatre production that has proved highly 
effective in raising awareness of CSE amongst young people in the UK. The production 
lasts for 40 minutes and tells the story of three students who, along with their tutor, discover 
the diary of a girl called Chelsea. Chelsea was a young girl who, having fallen out with her 
friends and family, was approached by a man called Gary. Gary was older, owned a car, 
had a flat and treated her like an adult. Unfortunately Gary was not what he seemed to be.  
Chelsea’s story is then played out and examined in an attempt to understand what 
happened to Chelsea and how it could have been prevented. The show is followed by a 20 
minute interactive plenary session during which the cast members talk with the young 
people, expand upon the issues explored in the play and answer any questions or concerns 
that they might have. 
 
Guidance for professionals working with children at risk and supporting toolkits, covering a 
wide range of specific circumstances can be accessed at SSCB procedures section 5.18. 
 
Surrey Safeguarding Children Board has multi-agency plans for CSE in place to address 
local arising issues and respond to national priorities. 
 
In response to this, the north-east Surrey Youth Support Service created a CSE group, 
Sliding Doors. The aim of Sliding Doors, a 12 week programme, is to assist young females 
of Spelthorne to address the issues that underlie sexual exploitation in order to help them 
develop strategies to keep themselves safe and avoid risk taking behaviour. By doing this 
programme it makes them aware of the choices they have and eventually empowers them 
to breakaway. 
 
The group is aimed at young women aged between 14 and 18 years old, who are at medium 
to high risk of CSE and who agree to address the issues involved in CSE and support them 
through the difficulties they face. Four young women completed the first group during 
autumn 2013. All of the young women who started the group attended all sessions; they 
engaged well and participated to the best of their abilities. In particular, the team saw a 
change in the young women’s attitudes towards relationships and online safety. Feedback 
from the post group questionnaires included the comments: “It helped me be aware of 
grooming” and “It was good because I have put things I’ve learnt into improving my safety 
online.” 

 
Sexually harmful behaviour  
 
Following a recent case review, the SSCB hosted a workshop event. The key message was 
the importance of all agencies working together to ensure that that young people who are 
involved in sexually harmful behaviour are identified, assessed and interventions are 
planned, they are provided with treatment, and the risk is managed. Whilst the focus of work 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/underwear
http://sscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_unacc_asylum_children.html


is on the perpetrator, the point was made very clearly that there are in fact four clients, the 
victim (and their family), the perpetrator, the perpetrator’s family and the next potential 
victim. 
 
The good news is services for children and young people who sexually harm are generally 
working well and agencies are working hard to ensure national and local recommendations 
are embedded in practice. To support this, new procedures are available on the SSCB 
procedures section 5.6. 
 
Leaflets to tell you more about sexually harmful behaviours are available from Stop It Now! 
or from the SSCB. You can call us on 01372 833333. The ACT (Advice, Consultation and 
Therapy) team also have leaflets aimed at young people, parents, primary school aged 
children and secondary school aged children.  For further information please contact 
act@surreycc.gov.uk.  

 
Abusive relationships 
 
Some of the risks that are more prevalent amongst teenagers are those that fall within the 
triad of sexually harmful behaviour, child sexual exploitation and teenage intimate partner 
violence (IPV). It is possible to see these as related issues on a continuum of need and we 
should recognise young people’s vulnerability even where they are also harming others 
and/or making poor decisions that place themselves at risk.  
 
NSPCC research into partner exploitation and violence in teenage intimate relationships 
found that within the relationships of 13 and 17 years old there were high levels of abusive 
behaviour including physical, emotional and sexual violence. One in three girls and 16 
percent of boys reported sexual intimate partner violence (IPV), rising to 75% amongst girls 
who had a ‘much older’ partner, defined by girls as being at least two years older.  All the 
girls interviewed who had a ‘much older’ partner experienced some form of IPV (sexual, 
emotional or physical). 
 
NSPCC child abuse and neglect research in 2011 found that 66.9% of contact sexual abuse 
against children and young people was by other children and young people. Further 34% of 
sexual assaults by an adult and 82.7% of sexual assaults by a peer went unreported 
(outside of the study). 
 
All professionals working with teenagers should be aware of these issues and take steps to 
help young people make healthy choices and develop healthy relationships. 
 
It can be difficult to talk about abusive relationships and to understand your feelings and 
what is happening in your life. If you are a young person affected by an abusive relationship 
and need advice, help is available from: 
 
Childline: www.childline.org.uk or phone 0800 1111 
National Domestic Violence Helpline: www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.uk or 
0808 2000 247 (24 hour helpline)  
Surrey Against Domestic Abuse: www.surreyagainstda.info  

 
 

http://sscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_abuse_others.html
http://sscb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_abuse_others.html
http://www.stopitnow.org.uk/posters.htm
mailto:act@surreycc.gov.uk
http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.nationaldomesticviolencehelpline.org.uk/
http://www.surreyagainstda.info/


Substance abuse 
 
Integrated services for young people using substances  
 
The key driver for safeguarding children and young people using substances is to ensure we 
all understand the difference it makes in early identification. Conversely not all young people 
using substances will develop problematic substance misuse nor require specialist attention. 
In fact national trends point to a small decrease in the numbers of young people entering 
specialist substance misuse services. However, young people we refer to as vulnerable, 
notably those known to children’s, youth justice and mental health services, are most at risk 
of developing problems which challenge us to be alert and to provide early safeguarding 
responses.  
 
Local trends are changing with new psychoactive substances (NPS) or ‘legal highs’ 
frequently cited as popular drugs of choice, in part due to relative availability and legal 
status. Alcohol and cannabis are the most commonly used. Little is yet known about the real 
impact of early age substance misuse on the adolescent brain development. However, what 
we do know is that early onset substance use increases health risks – overdose, increased 
dependency, suffering with poor mental and emotional health as well as taking risks with 
sexual health.  
 
Local services 
 
The Surrey Youth Support Service (YSS) and Catch 22 Surrey Young Person’s Substance 
Misuse Service provide an integrated, single referral point to support young people, parents 
and carers and professionals with a range of substance-related issues. The service is 
countywide for children and young people aged 11 - 21 and delivered by multi-professional 
substance misuse specialists. This includes help with alcohol, illegal substances, NPS (legal 
highs), volatile substance and prescription drugs.  
 
The YSS and Catch 22 offer a range of work to engage and help young people out of 
negative lifestyle choices with specific substance brief intervention and treatment 
programmes, homelessness prevention and direct support into education, training and 
employment.  
 
Bespoke substance misuse training is available for professionals seeking to gain awareness 
and increase confidence as practitioners.  
 
Routes to referral  
 
To discuss concerns or a potential referral call 01372 832905 or download a referral form. 
 
If you would like to know more about the service visit www.catch-22.org.uk or contact Steve 
Bird. 

 
Advice to children and young people 
 
Advice to children and families is widely available from a range of statutory and voluntary 
organisations to support young people at challenging points in their lives. The articles above 
were contributed by professionals working with children and young people and supporting 

http://www.catch-22.org.uk/programmes-services/surrey-substance-misuse-support/
http://www.catch-22.org.uk/programmes-services/surrey-substance-misuse-support/
http://www.catch-22.org.uk/programmes-services/surrey-substance-misuse-support/
http://www.catch-22.org.uk/
mailto:steven.bird@catch-22.org.uk
mailto:steven.bird@catch-22.org.uk


them through specific challenges with specialist support services. It should not be forgotten 
however that many children experience difficulties in less challenging situations such as 
when examinations are approaching. Children taking examinations may begin to feel 
pressured and stressed and can get help with this and other concerns by contacting 
Childline. 
 
Advice on a wide range of subjects means that no young person should feel the need to go 
it alone. Some will talk to teachers, friends or family, others need support from someone 
who does not know them. 
 
Childline is available 24/7 for any child or young person who needs help. Children and 
young people can talk to Childline for free on 0800 1111 or online. Callers do not need to 
give their name or identify themselves to get support and advice. 
 
If you are concerned about a child, following the link below will provide guidance on what to 
do next. 

 
What to do if you are concerned about a child.  
 

Assistance for families in need of support 
 
Get help from the Surrey local assistance scheme 
 
Surrey local assistance scheme (LAS) provides funding in an emergency or crisis such as 
when you cannot afford essential food and utility top ups, clothing or travel, this list is not 
exhaustive and all needs will be considered during the application. It can also help if you are 
unable to provide your home with essential household goods (such as beds, sofa, white 
goods etc), or cannot afford to repair/replace faulty essential items. If you need assistance 
please visit your nearest Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) who will be able to assist (see the 
CAB website for a list of CABs). If you or your representative cannot get to a CAB and you 
have a support worker assisting you, please ask them to contact us by email and we will 
ensure that we are able to assess your needs and provide assistance where it is needed.  
For more information please visit the Surrey Local Assistance Scheme webpage, or email: 
localassistancescheme@surreycc.gov.uk. 

 

Future newsletters 
 
We’d like to use this newsletter as a forum for all partners to share their news and views 
on safeguarding in Surrey. So if you have anything you’d like included please email 
Amanda Quincey or call 01372 833378.  
 
We’d also like to improve and build on the mailing list, so please share the newsletter 
with any colleagues you think may be interested and if you know someone who’d like to 
receive it, please contact Caroline Holmes on 01372 833655. 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/childrens-social-care/information-for-professionals/guidance-and-protocols-for-professionals-from-surrey-safeguarding-children-board
http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/las
mailto:localassistancescheme@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:amanda.quincey@surreycc.gov.uk
mailto:caroline.holmes@surreycc.gov.uk

