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8S Curriculum Overview  

Spring Term 2017 

 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at Home Key words 

English  
Mrs Tremaine   

We will read: 
‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by Michael 
Morpurgo and complete related 
tasks, including an Island, non-
fiction, project. 

 Grammar activities including 
punctuation, sentence and 
paragraph construction 

 Spelling high frequency words 

 Persuasive writing techniques 

 Formal/Informal language 

 Different styles of travel writing 
including diary entries 

 Speaking/listening as we present 
our own island brochure 

 Script reading and speech writing 

 Research: Nagasaki bombing 
 

 Regular reading and discussion of the feelings of the 
characters in their own reading book, or on TV shows 
or in films. 

 Encourage the use of more advance connective 
words such as however/although/as well as/ 
nevertheless/ despite/ in addition to/contrary to etc. 
when talking, to help with clear explanations. 

 Encourage the use of a Dictionary, Thesaurus 
including online versions. 

 All reading should be encouraged both quietly and 
aloud to increase confidence in the spoken word. 

 Games such as ‘articulate, taboo, charades’ etc. to 
encourage imaginative thinking! 

Core: Sentence, capital letter, 
paragraph, vocabulary, punctuation, 
organise, debate,  persuasive, 
national identity, brochure, 
advertisement, guidebook, character 
description, 1st person, speech 
marks, summary 
 
Extension: text, extract analysis, 
rhetorical question, direct address, 
alliteration, narrative empathy, 
structure, honour, predicament, 
imagery 
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Maths 
Mrs Roebuck 
and Miss 
Palmer 

Mrs Roebuck – Money and money 
problem solving. 

Miss Palmer: 

Measures, Perimeter and Area 

 Units of Measurement 

 Converting between the Metric 
and Imperial Units 

 Perimeter of Shapes 

 Area of Rectangles 

 Area of Triangles 

 Area of Parallelograms 
Handling Data 

 Bar Charts 

 Pie Charts 

 Line Graphs 

 Averages 

 Collecting Data 

 Tally Charts 

 Comparing Data 
 

 

 Discuss key words and their meaning. 

 When shopping, say aloud how you calculate change. 

 Ask your daughter what the time is and how soon an 
activity will be e.g. if its 11:30am now, how long is it 
until we have lunch at 12 o’clock?  

 If you find interesting articles or illustrations that 
involve numbers, discuss what they show. 

 If you need to adjust a recipe, (e.g. from two people to 
four people) encourage your daughter help. 

 Encourage your daughter to identify the place value of 
numbers when shopping e.g. £23.00 the 2 is in the tens 
column 

 Encourage your daughter to work out the change 
expected when shopping. 

 Have your daughter identify metric and imperial 
measures e.g. miles, kilometres, pints and litres etc. 
especially when cooking and using recipes that state 
measures 

 Have your daughter identify 2D shapes at home and 
when out. 

 Encourage your daughter to collect information (e.g. 
how many cars during the adverts, or how many 
different types of animals are shown in a TV show) in 
appropriate forms e.g. tally charts, bar chart 

 Have your daughter practice her mathematical 
instrument skills e.g. using a ruler, using a protractor, 
using a compass to draw circles 

 On the news or in newspapers look at graphs, tables, 

pound (and it’s 
symbol ‘ £ ’) 
pence 
units 
metric system 
imperial system 
perimeter 
area 
rectangle 
triangle 
parallelogram 
bar 
data 
average 
mode 
mean 
median 
range 
frequency 
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charts, etc and discuss the information they are 
representing.  

Science 
Mrs Roebuck  

 Combustion 

 Periodic Table 

 Watch popular science programs on the TV. 

 Visit museum e.g. The Science Museum (Kensington) 
or The Look Out Discovery Centre (Bracknell). 

 Encourage your daughter to write down any scientific 
questions they think of at home that you can’t answer, 
then bring them in to class. 

fuel 
burning 
combustion 
pollution 
reactants 
products 
hydrocarbon 
fossil fuel 
oxide 
conservation 
exothermic 
endothermic 
thermometer 
pollution 
catalytic converter  
greenhouse gas 
global warming 
atom 
molecule 
element 
compound 
mixture 
properties 
hypothesis 
prediction 
ratio 



 
 

4 
 

formula 
halogen 
noble gas 
transition  
metal 
malleable 
ductile 
flexible 
brittle 
reactivity 
acid 
alkaline 
pH 

Computing 
Mrs Janaway 

 Algorithms and flowcharts 

 Programming – Probot and 
Scratch 

 Data – Spreadsheets and 
Databases in Excel 

 Hardware – components of a 
computer 

 The Internet, WWW and Search 
Engines 

 The risks of communicating 
online 

 Privacy settings and passwords 

 Copyright 

 Using online software - Prezi 

 Look at e-safety websites - 
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
www.childnet.com/  
www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-
safe-online/  

 E-mail homework to the subject teacher. You can 
access the school e-mail system from home by 
Googling – Office 365. Your daughter’s username and 
password are recorded in her diary. 

 Save homework on to a USB Memory stick. 

 BBC Bitesize provides a great introduction to Computer 
Science - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty  

 Use online tutorials and YouTube to develop an 
understanding of Scratch. The software can be used 

algorithm 
instruction  
flowchart  
decision 
program 
sequence 
repetition 
loop 
selection 
autosum 
formula 
filter 
hard drive 
RAM 
motherboard 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty
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online or downloaded free of charge. In school we use 
version 1.4.  

 https://scratch.mit.edu/ Read ‘Computer Coding for 
Kids’ by Carol Vorderman. A practical book which 
students can use at home.  

 Look at presentations already created in Prezi - 
https://prezi.com/  

 Take photos with a digital camera or Smartphone and 
practise uploading them to a laptop or PC 
 
 
 

CPU 
graphics card 
network card 
optical disc drive 
network 
grooming 
stalker 
troll 
sexting 
virus 
digital footprint 
cloud 

Art 
Miss 
Henderson 

 Throughout the spring term 
students will be developing 
their observational drawing 
skills and knowledge. 

 All students will continue to use 
The Formal Elements (line, 
tone, colour, pattern, texture, 
and shape) whilst developing 
their understanding and use of 
a range of new media choices 
including paper Mache. 

 Skills and techniques learnt this 
term will be developed within a 
range of mini project outcomes 
and linked to the theme of 
“food”. 

 Research Guiseppe Arcimboldo and discuss. 

 Research “food” themed Art and print examples. 

 Research the formal elements of art. 

 Research media choices used by famous artists 
who use “food” as their theme. 

 Produce small pieces of art that use a range of 
media reflecting this research. 

line 
tone 
colour 
pattern 
texture 
shape 
paint 
pastel 
ink 
collage 
artist 
media 
guiseppe 
arcimboldo 
display 
exhibition 

https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://prezi.com/
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 Through the use of paper 
Mache all students will produce 
a three dimensional pizza 
portrait. 

 Research will be carried out 
about specific artists and all 
students will be encouraged to 
experiment with their use of 
the formal elements and media 
choices. 

 Artists link - Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo 

portrait 
paper mache 
food 

Creativity 
Miss Humphrey 

Geography countries project 
Cooking from around the world 
Valentines cards 
Buddhism study  
Pancake day 
Lotus flower designing and making 
Easter craft 
Special person day cards 
 

 Encourage students to use a range of materials to 
explore their creative sides 

 Visit exhibitions and encourage them to bring their 
experiences to the creativity lesson 

 Discuss what they are doing in the lessons 

 Support them to collect or research resources  
 

names of countries 
foods from around the world - lefse, 
falafel 
names of cooking utensils 
Easter 
Faith 
Lotus 
Buddhism 
Research 
Presentation 
Valentine’s Day 
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Design 
Technology:  
Textiles 
Miss 
Henderson 
(8S) 
 

 During the Spring term students 
will be introduced to a range of 
Textile ‘skills for life’ such as 
printing, dyeing, use of 
components and sewing by 
hand and machine. 

 Students will then be designing 
and making ‘a fabric bag’ and 
evaluating and discussing 
relevant client choices for their 
product.  

 The project enables the 
students to become more 
aware of client needs, product 
requirements and decorative 
and construction techniques. 

 All students will develop skills 
for life through hand and 
machine stitching and 
decorative textile techniques. 

 Research a variety of fabric bags and discuss. 

 Discuss the client type for each bag researched. 

 Discuss different types of bags and their uses. 

 Research and discuss the technique of ‘tie dye’. 

 Research and discuss the technique ‘block printing’. 

 Research bag sizes, fastenings, fabrics and components 
used. 

sewing  
machine 
needle 
thread 
technique 
dye 
print 
sew 
fabric 
cotton 
stitching 
decorative 
client 
template 
embellishment 
components 
evaluation 
product 
relevant 

Food 
Technology:  
Mrs Humphrey 
(8T) 

Staple foods 
Methods of cooking  
Multi-cultural foods 
Dangers of fast food 
Balance meals 
Milk and dairy foods 
Time plans  
Pastry skills  

 Encourage students to cook at home – photo any 
practical cooking and bring it to school to show me 

 Students need to practice cooking a range of different 
dishes and skills  

 Explore and use new and different ingredients from 
shops 

 Encourage students to try new foods and tastes 

 Look at recipes in magazines and cookery programmes 

staple foods 
nutrients 
guidelines 
conduction 
convection 
radiation 
stir frying 
steaming 
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Cooking – sweet and sour chicken, 
toad in the hole, chocolate tart, 
pasta bake, cookies, peach pie, 
pasties, puff pastry plait.  
 

on television 
 

boiling 
baking 
roasting 
grilling 
functions of ingredients 
garnish 
decoration 
designing 
presenting time plans 
protein 
carbohydrates 
vitamins 
minerals 
fibre 
fat 
nutrients 

Humanities 

History 

Mrs Sabey 

 

 

 Civil War in England.  

 Causes and consequences. 

 Using pictorial sources.  

 Execution of Charles I. 

 http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/stuarts/the-english-
civil-war 

 Visit the Banqueting House where Charles I was on 
trial.   

 Discussing causes and consequences.  

 Watching the news, talking about Parliament and the 
Monarchy.  

 Talking about Civil War in countries around the world 
today.  

Royalist  
Cavalier  
trial execution 
republic 
Divine Right 
Parliament 
 

Parliamentarian 
Roundhead 
New Model 
Army 
Commonwealth 
James I 
Charles I 
Olive Cromwell 
 

 

  

http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/stuarts/the-english-civil-war
http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/stuarts/the-english-civil-war


 
 

9 
 

Humanities 
Geography 
Mrs Sabey 

Asia as a continent – where it is, 
what are its features?   

 Understanding what a 
continent is and knowing the 7 
continents of the world.  

 Looking at the main countries 
in the region and their 
features.  

 Asia’s economy and people. 

 Asia’s physical features- main 
deserts, mountains etc. 
Biomes. 

 Finding out about the countries in Asia and other 
countries which are nearby.  Where they are on a map.  
What is the climate like? What is the way of life?  

 Watching the news and mentioning places in Asia.  

 Watching wildlife and Geographical programmes. 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china.
php 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india.p
hp 

 http://www.oddizzi.com/  Username – Humanities, 

       Password  - Grange 

 If you have been on holiday to Asia look at pictures etc. 
and bring them into school to show the class. 

 What items in your home are products of or items 
from Asia? 

Asia 
climate 
population  
rural 
GDP  
glaciers  
biomes   

continent 
population 
economy 
poverty 
peninsular 
plateau 

RE 
Mrs Sabey 

What are the pillars of Islam? How 
is self-discipline reflected in the 
everyday life of a Muslim? 
 

 What are the origins of Islam 

 Muslim’s view of God 

 The role of the Mosque and the 
Qur’an.  

 The 5 Pillars of Islam 

 The roles in the Muslim family  

 The festivals  - Id-ul-Fitr – this 
marks the end of Ramadan - Id-

 Watch news, current affairs programme and 
documentaries which are about how religion impacts 
on how people live their life. 

 Encourage your daughter to read articles in the media 
about religion, discuss these and consider if the media 
is attempting to encourage people to hold a particular 
view. 

 Watch films based around families from religions other 
than Christianity, e.g. East is East, Bend it Like 
Beckham. 

 Visiting your local Mosque. The following websites are 
a starting point.  

Qur’an                           
The Five Pillars 
(or duties ) of 
Islam 
Shahadah                      
Prayer  
Salah                              
Wudu 
Almsgiving 
(Zakah)      
Muslims 
Pilgrimage 
(Hajj) 

 

http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india.php
http://www.oddizzi.com/
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ul-Adha – celebrates the end of 
Hajj 

 

- http://www.uri.org/kids/world_chri.htm 
- http://www.islamkids.org/ 

Id-ul-Fitr                       
Id-ul-Adha 
Aqueqah                       
fasting  
Sawm                            
Ramadam 
Du’a                               
Jumu’ah 
Mosque                         
Zakah 
Ummah                         
Sunni 
Shariah                          
Sadaqah 
Discipline                      
submission 
Makkah                         
Shia 

 

http://www.uri.org/kids/world_chri.htm
http://www.islamkids.org/

