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8S Curriculum Overview  

Summer Term 2017 

 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at 
Home 

Key words 

English  
Mrs Tremaine   

 This term we will be reading ‘M is for 
Autism’ and looking at a wide selection 
of poetry. 

 Creative writing with written and 
spoken presentations. 

 Role play and Improvised scriptwriting. 

 Grammar activities including 
punctuation and improving our 
paragraph construction. 

 A study of language features. 

 Discuss different styles of writing and their 
effect on the reader, with reference, where 
possible, to poetry. 

 Encourage use of a dictionary and thesaurus 
and online research for any words or ideas that 
your daughter is unsure about. 

 Regular discussion about the effect of TV, Films 
and books that they are reading. 

paragraphs 
anxiety 
imaginary 
language features 
connectives 
paragraphs 
stanza 
rhyme 
imagery 
personification  
hyperbole 
alliteration 
assonance 
metaphor 
simile 
onomatopoeia 
slam poetry 

Maths 
Mrs Roebuck 
and Mrs 
Shearer 

Mrs Roebuck - Data Handling 

 

 

 Use MyMaths at home 

 Reinforce previous Yr8 work: Work with your 
daughter to use money, check change etc. 

 Reinforce previous Yr8 work: Encourage your 
daughter to use an analogue clock to tell the 
time and to work out time intervals and 

survey 
questionnaire 
categories 
frequency table 
tally chart 
pictogram 
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Ms Shearer - Angles and 2D Shapes 

 

 

 

 

 

problems related to this.  (e.g. If your dinner 
will be cooked in 45 minutes, what will the 
time be when it is ready?) 

 Use BBC Bitesize KS3, there are activities and 
short video clips 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Point out shapes found in everyday life and 
discuss how many sides and vertexes (corners) 
they have.  Measure diameter of circles in 
biscuits, cake tins etc and notice the 
circumference is pi (just over 3) times the 
diameter and the radius is ½ the diameter Help 
your daughters learn the formulae for the 
circumference C=πD and area A=πr2 of a circle 
 

 Notice angles and discuss how sharp they are: 
right angle = 90 degrees, acute = less than 90~  

line graph 
bar chart 
axes 
pie chart 
sectors 
key 
scale 
data handling  
discrete data 
continuous data 
data collection 
sheet 
primary data 
secondary data 
grouped 
frequency table 
 
circumference, 
centre, radius, 
diameter, chord, 
segment, arc, 
sector, tangent, 
area 
right angle 
acute, obtuse 
reflex, parallel, 
perpendicular, 
internal/external 
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Expressions & Formulae 

 

 

 

 

Constructions 

(obtuse = greater than 90~, reflex = over 180 
 

 Point out parallel and perpendicular lines in 
nature and everyday life 
 

 Practice simple addition and subtraction of 
different objects totalling objects of the same 
type (e.g. if one family member has 2 sausages, 
20 peas and 20 chips and another has 3 
sausages 40 peas and 30 chips, they have 5 
sausages, 60 peas and 50 chips between them. 
(2s +20p +20c) + (3s +40p +30c) = 5s +60p +50c 
 

 Ensure your daughter has geometry equipment 
and practice using rulers and tape measures to 
measure objects around the house.  Practice 
using compasses to draw circles and 
protractors to measure and draw angles 

angle 
 
 
 
 
expression 
formula(e) 
equation 
collecting terms 
 
 
 
 
construct 
compasses 
protractor 
ruler 
set square 

Science 
Mrs Roebuck  

 Cells, Tissues and Organ Systems 

 Food and Nutrition 

 Show your daughter where the children’s 
science section is in your local library, so she 
can choose a science book to read at home. 

 Try buying your daughter a popular science 
magazine (e.g. ‘WhizzPopBang’), to see if she 
likes reading it, then do the activities together 
at home. 

 Encourage your daughter to write down any 
scientific questions they think of at home (that 
you can’t answer yourself), then bring in to ask 

living organism 
respire / respiration 
nutrition 
excrete / excretion 
organ 
photosynthesis 
chloroplast 
chlorophyll 
carbon dioxide 
tissue 
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me in class 

 Encourage your daughter to watch popular 
science TV programs or listen to podcasts 
 

xylem 
cell 
specialised 
nucleus 
cytoplasm 
membrane 
vacuole 
blood vessel 
circulation / circulatory 
digestion / digestive system 
urinary system 
nervous system 
diet 
nutrient 
carbohydrate 
fat, 
protein 
vitamin 
mineral 
starch 
sugar 
fibre 
constipation 
malnutrition 
deficiency disease 
kwashiorkor 
scurvy 
rickets 
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anaemia 
obesity 
starvation 
digestion 
enzyme 

Computing 
Mrs Janaway 

 Create and use a flowchart with 
sequence, repetition and selection 

 Follow instructions to write and edit 
code in Kodu and Micro:bit 

 Debug code in Kodu and Micro:bit 

 Format a spreadsheet  

 Use Autosum 

 Record data in a table 

 Know and use the correct symbol for 
writing formulae 

 Recognise different input and output 
devices 

 Understand the difference between 
input, output and storage 

 Name some of the components inside a 
computer and say what they do 

 Understand the difference between the 
Internet and the WWW 

 Give examples of acceptable and 
unacceptable behaviour on the internet 

 Understand some of the risks of 
communicating online 

 Know how to report my concerns about 

 Look out for and discuss online safety stories in 
the news  

 Use online safety websites:  

 http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
www.childnet.com/  
www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-
safety/staying-safe-online/ 
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/  

 Check your daughter’s settings on social media. 
Make sure settings are for friends and family 
only and that location services are turned off.  

 Download Kodu on to your home computer - 
https://www.kodugamelab.com/  

 Download apps which encourage brain 
training, such as Merged and Block Hexa 
Puzzle.   

 E-mail homework to the subject teacher as an 
attachment 

 Save homework on to a USB Memory stick. 
Use BBC Bitesize to develop understanding of 
Computing topics 

algorithm 
decision 
table 
spreadsheet 
database 
graph/chart 
column 
row 
cell 
cell reference 
usb memory stick 
portable hard drive 
sd card 
cd/dvd 
cloud 
hard drive 
motherboard 
cpu 
graphics card 
network card 
ram 
disc drive 
world wide web 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/
https://www.kodugamelab.com/
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inappropriate content on the internet 

 Create a strong password 

 Send an attachment using e-mail 

 Produce an audio recording using a 
microphone and sound from the 
internet 

digital tattoo 
grooming 
stalking 
troll 
sexting 
virus 

Art 
Miss 
Henderson 

Throughout the summer term all students 
will gain an improved understanding of 
SMSC (Social Moral, Spiritual and Cultural) 
issues, whilst continuing to develop their 
art skills, techniques and media choices. 
There will be a particular focus on the 
effective use of specific colour choices and 
links will be made to abstract painting in 
the style of Kandinsky. 
 
Students will be introduced to “religious 
symbols and respect for different faiths and 
beliefs” through a project entitled ‘Mutual 
respect and tolerance of those with 
different faiths and beliefs” 
 
The project is aimed to broaden the 
students understanding of British values 
whilst inspiring them to research and 
develop their ideas, link their work to an 
artist and produce a final piece using only 
the colours red, white and blue. 

 Research the artist Kandinsky.  

 Produce small pieces of art that feature 
symbols from a variety of religions, use a range 
of media and reflect the style of the artist they 
have researched. 

 Evaluate each finished piece discussing good 
points and possible areas for improvement. 

 Research and prepare a short paragraph for 
each piece of art chosen and discuss what they 
liked about their work. 

 

Kandinsky 
abstract 
faith 
belief 
SMSC 
social 
moral 
spiritual 
cultural 
line 
tone 
colour 
pattern 
texture 
artists 
evaluation 
media 
improvement 
canvas 
painting 
research 
development 
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reflect 
assessment 
project 
religion 
British 

values 

symbols 

respect 

Creativity 
Miss Humphrey 

 Easter cooking  

 Buddhism continued 

 Meditation  

 Salt dough figures designing and  
making  

 Cooking from around the world 
- food festival preparation and event  

 Wind mill making 

 Pencil pot tidy desk designing and 
making 

 Tin craft 

 Papier Mache 

 Cooking from around the world 

 Encourage students to use a range of materials 
to explore their creative side 

 Visit exhibitions and encourage them to bring 
their experiences to the creativity lesson 

 Support them to collect or research resources 
needed for lessons 
 

meditation 
faith 
peace 
foods from around the world 
lefse 
falafel 
papier mache 
names of cooking utensils 
simnel cake 
designing 
embellishing  
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Textiles 
Miss 
Henderson 
(8S) 
 

During the summer term Textile 
students will continue to be 
introduced to a range of Textile 
‘skills for life’ such as printing, 
dyeing, use of components and 
sewing by hand and machine. 
 
Students will be designing and 
making a variety of textile products 
including an up styled denim bag 
from a recycled pair of jeans and an 
item of clothing for the summer 
and then evaluating and discussing 
relevant client choices for their 
products.  
 
The projects will enable the 
students to become more aware of 
client needs, product requirements 
and decorative and construction 
techniques. 
 
All students will develop skills for 
life through hand and machine 
stitching and decorative textile 
techniques. 

 Research a variety of fabric bags/summer clothing and 
discuss. 

 Discuss the client type for each bag/item of clothing 
researched. 

 Discuss different types of bags/items of clothing and 
their uses. 

 Research and discuss the technique of ‘tie dye’. 

 Research and discuss the technique ‘block printing’. 

 Research bag/clothing sizes, fastenings, fabrics and 
components used. 

sewing  
machine 
needle 
thread 
technique 
dye 
print 
sew 
fabric 
cotton 
stitching 
decorative 
client 
template 
embellishment 
components 

evaluation 

product 

relevant 

bag 

up styling 

recycled 

clothing 
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Humanities 

History 

Mrs Sabey 

 

 

 Black People of America 

 What is a slave? 

 Trade triangle  

 How were slaves treated? 

 Resistance 

 How and why was slavery 
abolished?  

 

 London Museum and London Docklands offer 
interesting visits 

 Discuss the Slave Trade and its effect on Britain 

 Discuss how we should treat others.  

freedom 
racism 
civilised  
slave 
exploitation 
justice 
trade triangle 
raw materials  
manufactured 
materials   
route 
middle 
passage 
insurers 
dysentery 
plantation  
punishment 
cornbread 
abolition   
reformers 
spirituals   
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Humanities 
Geography 
Mrs Sabey 

 Studying Rivers – how they are 
formed and how they shape 
the landscape. Researching 
famous rivers around the world 
 

 Visit your local river or watch programmes on TV or 
YouTube about rivers 

 Discuss flooding and problems caused 

 http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/river
s.html 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.ph
p 

 
 

source 
groundwater 
stream 
river 
floodplain 
confluence 
tributary 
meander 
Ox bow lake 
mouth 
delta 
waterfall 
gorge 
flood plain 
erosion 
transportation 
and deposition   

 

RE 
Mrs Sabey 

WHAT IS THE ‘BUDDHIST WAY OF 
LIFE’? 
The students will find out about and 
discuss: 

 the story of how Prince 
Siddattha became Buddha 

 That ‘buddha’ means ‘awakened 
or enlightened one’ 

 That there is no supreme deity 
in Buddhism 

 That Buddhists follow the 

It would be helpful if parents / carers could talk about the 
following things with their daughter: 

 What would a perfect world look like? 

 Why is our world not perfect? 

 Why is there suffering in the world? 

 Key moments in your lives that have changed your 
lives forever 

 Talk about communities your daughter or you belong 
to e.g. sports clubs, drama groups, school, work – how 
does it feel to be part of that community?  

 When students are discussing their ideas it is 

Prince 
Siddhartha 
Buddha 
enlightenment 
meditation 
shrine 
nirvana 
four noble 
truths 
eightfold path 
wheel of life 

 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/rivers.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/rivers.html
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.php
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teachings of Buddhism to gain 
enlightenment (Nirvana) which 
is achieved by meditating 

 That there are Four Noble 
Truths in Buddhism and that 
they are connected with 
suffering 

 That Buddhists follow the 
teachings of the Eightfold Path 

 That there are artefacts that 
help Buddhists to meditate  

 That worship and meditation 
are different 

important that they can back up their ideas, so 
questioning them and considering different points of 
view is really useful.   

rebirth 
 

 


