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8T Curriculum Overview  

Spring Term 2017 
 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at Home Key words 

English  
Mrs Tremaine   

‘Toys and Games’  a non-fiction 
project. 

 Grammar activities including 
punctuation, sentence and 
paragraph construction 

 Analysis of advertising standards 

 Persuasive writing/speaking 
techniques 

 Formal/Informal language 

 Writing instructions 

 Speaking/listening as we 
write/present our own advert with 
voice over script 

Creative writing project based on 
Greek Myths 

 Paragraph linking and direction 

 Whole texts structured 

 Analysis of the hero’s quest 

 Mini sagas 

 Short stories 

 Regular reading and discussion of the feelings or 
responses of the characters in their own reading 
book, or on TV shows/adverts or in films. 

 Encourage the use of more advanced connective 
words such as nevertheless/despite/contrary to/in 
addition to/however/moreover etc. when talking, to 
help with clear explanations. 

 Encourage the use of a dictionary, thesaurus 
including online versions. 

 All reading should be encouraged both quietly and 
aloud to increase confidence in the spoken word. 

 Games such as ‘articulate, taboo, charades’ etc. to 
encourage imaginative thinking! 

Core:  audience, persuasive, formal. 
storyboard, structure, clarity, 
advertising, promotion, target, 
participant, myth, legend, saga 
 
Extension: imagery, condone, 
exhort, credulity, consumer 
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Maths 
Mrs Roebuck  

 Expressions and formulae 

 Fractions decimals and 
percentages 

 Angles and shapes 

 Discuss key words and their meaning. 

 When shopping, say aloud how you round the prices 
up or down in your head and keep an approximate 
running total. 

 If you find interesting articles or illustrations that 
involve numbers, discuss what they show. 

 If you need to adjust a recipe, e.g. from four people 
to six people, encourage your daughter help. 

 Try listening to the ‘More or Less’ podcast on Radio 4 

 Encourage your daughter to use MyMaths (she 
knows how to log on and use it). 
 

Expressions and formulae. 
algebra 
substitute / substitution 
expression 
term 
formula / formulae 
simplify 
index / indices 
power 
expand 
Fractions, decimals and percentages.  
fraction 
decimal 
percentage 
numerator 
denominator 
equivalent 
Angles and shapes. 
angle 
degrees 
equilateral 
isosceles 
scalene 
right- angle 
perpendicular 
parallel 
exterior 
interior 
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alternate 
corresponding 
intersect 
polygon 
congruent 

Science 
Mrs Roebuck 
and Mr Evans 

 Light – Mrs Roebuck.  Watch popular science programs on the TV. 

 Visit museum e.g. The Science Museum (Kensington) 
or The Look Out Discovery Centre (Bracknell). 

 Encourage your daughter to write down any scientific 
questions they think of at home that you can’t 
answer, then bring them in to class. 

light 
vacuum 
luminous 
non-luminous 
transparent 
opaque 
transmitted 
reflected 
absorbed 
translucent 
scattered 
image 
refraction 
interface 
retina 
cornea 
pupil (of the eye) 
iris 
aqueous humour 
vitreous humour 
optic nerve 
visible spectrum 
frequency 
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dispersion 
filter 

Computing 
Mrs Janaway 

 Algorithms and flowcharts 

 Programming – Scratch 

 Data – Spreadsheets and 
Databases in Excel 

 Hardware – components of a 
computer 

 The Internet, WWW and Search 
Engines 

 The risks of communicating online 

 Privacy settings and passwords 

 Copyright 

 Using online software - Prezi 

 Look at e-safety websites - 
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
www.childnet.com/  
www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-
safe-online/  

 E-mail homework to the subject teacher. You can 
access the school e-mail system from home by 
Googling – Office 365. Your daughter’s username and 
password are recorded in her diary. 

 Save homework on to a USB Memory stick. 

 BBC Bitesize provides a great introduction to 
Computer Science - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty  

 Use online tutorials and YouTube to develop an 
understanding of Scratch. The software can be used 
online or downloaded free of charge. In school we 
use version 1.4 - https://scratch.mit.edu/  

 Look at presentations already created in Prezi - 
https://prezi.com/  

 Take photos with a digital camera or Smartphone and 
practise uploading them to a laptop or PC 
 

algorithm 
bubble sort 
instruction  
flowchart  
decision 
program 
sequence 
repetition 
loop 
selection 
variable 
autosum 
formula 
filter 
data validation 
function 
primary key 
alphanumeric 
format 
hard drive 
RAM 
motherboard 
CPU 
graphics card 
network card 
optical disc drive 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty
https://scratch.mit.edu/
https://prezi.com/
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network 
grooming 
stalker 
troll 
sexting 
virus 
digital footprint 
cloud 

Art 
Miss 
Henderson 

 Throughout the spring term 
students will be developing 
their observational drawing 
skills and knowledge. 

 All students will continue to 
use The Formal Elements (line, 
tone, colour, pattern, texture, 
and shape) whilst developing 
their understanding and use of 
a range of new media choices 
including paper Mache. 

 Skills and techniques learnt 
this term will be developed 
within a range of mini project 
outcomes and linked to the 
theme of “food”. 

 Through the use of paper 
Mache all students will 
produce a three dimensional 
pizza portrait. 

 Research Guiseppe Arcimboldo and discuss. 

 Research “food” themed Art and print examples. 

 Research the formal elements of art. 

 Research media choices used by famous artists 
who use “food” as their theme. 

 Produce small pieces of art that use a range of 
media reflecting this research. 

line 
tone 
colour 
pattern 
texture 
shape 
paint 
pastel 
ink 
collage 
artist 
media 
guiseppe 
arcimboldo 
display 
exhibition 
portrait 
paper mache 
food 
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 Research will be carried out 
about specific artists and all 
students will be encouraged to 
experiment with their use of 
the formal elements and 
media choices. 

 Artists link = Giuseppe 
Arcimboldo 

Creativity 
Miss Humphrey 

Geography countries project 
Cooking from around the world 
Valentines cards 
Buddhism study  
Pancake day 
Lotus flower designing and making 
Easter craft 
Special person day cards 
 

 Encourage students to use a range of materials to 
explore their creative sides 

 Visit exhibitions and encourage them to bring their 
experiences to the creativity lesson 

 Discuss what they are doing in the lessons 

 Support them to collect or research resources  

names of countries 
foods from around the world - lefse, 
falafel 
names of cooking utensils 
Easter 
Faith 
Lotus 
Buddhism 
research 
presentation 
Valentine’s Day 

Food 
Technology:  
Mrs Humphrey 
(8T) 

Staple foods 
Methods of cooking  
Multi-cultural foods 
Dangers of fast food 
Balance meals 
Milk and dairy foods 
Time plans  
Pastry skills  
Cooking – sweet and sour chicken, 

 Encourage students to cook at home – photo any 
practical cooking and bring it to school to show me 

 Students need to practice cooking a range of 
different dishes and skills  

 Explore and use new and different ingredients from 
shops 

 Encourage students to try new foods and tastes 

 Look at recipes in magazines and cookery 
programmes on television 

staple foods 
nutrients 
guidelines 
conduction 
convection 
radiation 
stir frying 
steaming 
boiling 
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toad in the hole, chocolate tart, pasta 
bake, cookies, peach pie, pasties, puff 
pastry plait.  
 

 baking 
roasting 
grilling 
functions of ingredients 
garnish 
decoration 
designing 
presenting time plans 
protein 
carbohydrates 
vitamins 
minerals 
fibre 
fat 
nutrients 

Humanities 
Geography 
Mrs Sabey 

Asia as a continent – where it is, what 
are its features?   

 Understanding what a continent is 
and knowing the 7 continents of 
the world.  

 Looking at the main countries in 
the region and their features.  

 Asia’s economy and people. 

 Asia’s physical features- main 
deserts, mountains etc. Biomes. 

 Finding out about the countries in Asia and other 
countries which are nearby.  Where they are on a 
map.  What is the climate like? What is the way of 
life?  

 Watching the news and mentioning places in Asia.  

 Watching wildlife and Geographical programmes. 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china
.php 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india
.php 

 http://www.oddizzi.com/  Username – Humanities, 

       Password  - Grange 

 If you have been on holiday to Asia look at pictures 

Asia 
climate 
population  
rural 
GDP  
glaciers  
biomes   
continent 
population 
economy 
poverty 
peninsular 
plateau 

http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/china.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/country/india.php
http://www.oddizzi.com/
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etc. and bring them into school to show the class. 

 What items in your home are products of or items 
from Asia? 

Humanities 

History 

Mrs Sabey 

 

 

 Civil War in England.  

 Causes and consequences. 

 Using pictorial sources.  

 Execution of Charles I. 

 http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/stuarts/the-english-
civil-war 

 Visit the Banqueting House where Charles I was on 
trial.   

 Discussing causes and consequences.  

 Watching the news, talking about Parliament and the 
Monarchy.  

 Talking about Civil War in countries around the world 
today.  

Royalist  
Cavalier  
trial execution republic 
Divine Right Parliament 
Parliamentarian 
Roundhead 
New Model Army 
Commonwealth 
James I 
Charles I 
Olive Cromwell 

RE 
Mrs Sabey 

What are the pillars of Islam? How is 
self-discipline reflected in the 
everyday life of a Muslim? 
 

 What are the origins of Islam 

 Muslim’s view of God 

 The role of the Mosque and the 
Qur’an.  

 The 5 Pillars of Islam 

 The roles in the Muslim family  

 The festivals  - Id-ul-Fitr – this 
marks the end of Ramadan - Id-ul-
Adha – celebrates the end of Hajj 

 

 Watch news, current affairs programme and 
documentaries which are about how religion impacts 
on how people live their life. 

 Encourage your daughter to read articles in the media 
about religion, discuss these and consider if the media 
is attempting to encourage people to hold a particular 
view. 

 Watch films based around families from religions 
other than Christianity, e.g. East is East, Bend it Like 
Beckham. 

 Visiting your local Mosque. The following websites 
are a starting point.  
- http://www.uri.org/kids/world_chri.htm 
- http://www.islamkids.org/ 

Qur’an                           
The Five Pillars (or duties ) of Islam 
Shahadah                      Prayer  
Salah                              Wudu 
Almsgiving (Zakah)      Muslims 
Pilgrimage (Hajj) 
Id-ul-Fitr                        Id-ul-Adha 
Aqueqah                       fasting  
Sawm                            Ramadam 
Du’a                               Jumu’ah 
Mosque                         Zakah 
Ummah                         Sunni 
Shariah                          Sadaqah 
Discipline                      submission 

http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/stuarts/the-english-civil-war
http://history.parkfieldict.co.uk/stuarts/the-english-civil-war
http://www.uri.org/kids/world_chri.htm
http://www.islamkids.org/
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Makkah                         Shia 

Textiles 
Miss 
Henderson 
(8S) 
 

 During the first half of the 
spring term Textile students 
will develop the range of 
Textile ‘skills for life’ that they 
learnt during the Spring term 
such as printing, dyeing, use of 
components and sewing by 
hand and machine. 

 Students will be designing and 
making a ‘cushion’ for 
Valentine’s Day, evaluating, 
and discussing relevant client 
choices for their product.  

 The project enables the 
students to become more 
aware of client needs, product 
requirements and decorative 
and construction techniques. 

 All students will develop skills 
for life through hand and 
machine stitching and 
decorative textile techniques. 

 Students will rotate to Food 
Technology after the ½ term 
break. 

 Research a variety of cushions and discuss. 

 Discuss the client type for each cushion 
researched. 

 Discuss different types of cushions and their 
fastenings. 

 Research and discuss the technique of ‘tie dye’. 

 Research and discuss the technique ‘block 
printing’. 

 Research cushion sizes, fastenings, fabrics and 
components used 

 Research a variety of shops and the styles of the 
cushions they sell. 

sewing  
machine 
needle 
thread 
technique 
dye 
print 
stencil 
sew 
fabric 
cotton 
stitching 
decorative 
client 
template 
cushion 
embellishment 
polyester wadding 
components 
fastenings 
construction 
shop 
retail 
valentine 
evaluation 

 


