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8T Curriculum Overview  

Summer Term 2017 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at Home Key words 

English  
Mrs Tremaine   

 This term we will be reading ‘M is 
for Autism’ and looking at a wide 
selection of poetry. 

 Creative writing with written and 
spoken presentations. 

 Role play and Improvised 
scriptwriting. 

 Grammar activities including 
punctuation and improving our 
paragraph construction. 

 A study of language features. 

 Discuss different styles of writing and their effect on 
the reader, with reference, where possible, to poetry. 

 Encourage use of a dictionary and thesaurus and 
online research for any words or ideas that your 
daughter is unsure about. 

 Regular discussion about the effect of TV, Films and 
books that they are reading. 

paragraphs 
anxiety 
imaginary 
language features 
connectives 
paragraphs 
stanza 
rhyme 
imagery 
personification  
hyperbole 
alliteration 
assonance 
metaphor 
simile 
onomatopoeia 
slam poetry 

Maths 
Mrs Roebuck  

 Graphs 

 Mental Calculations 

 Statistics 

 Use MyMaths at home 

 Use BBC Bitesize KS3, there are activities and short 
video clips. 

 If you find interesting articles or illustrations that 

involve numbers, discuss what they show. 

 Try listening to the ‘More or Less’ podcast on Radio 4. 

function 
graph 
axes 
time series graph 
trends 
partitioning 
compensation 
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 approximate / approximation 
survey 
questionnaire 
categories 
frequency table 
tally chart 
pictogram 
line graph 
bar chart 
data handling  
discrete data 
continuous data 
data collection sheet 
primary data 
secondary data 
grouped frequency table 
mean 
median 
mode / modal 
range 
scatter 
correlation 

Science 
Mrs Roebuck 
and Mr Evans 

Chemistry and the Periodic Table 
and the Rock Cycle 
In this unit we will be studying how 
atoms interact with each other 
during chemical reactions.  We will 
be looking at metals and the 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and 
what she has done each week to move towards 
them. 

 Find out about alloys, what are they, where do 
they are made from and where they are used 
and why. 

atom 
element 
mixture 
compound 
polymer 
alloy 
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reactions of metals with water and 
acids as well as discovering the 
reactivity series. We will also be 
studying the Rock cycle and the 
large range of uses of rocks. 
 
 
Energy 
Types of energy, energy transfers, 
energy resources (renewable and 
non-renewable), environmental 
considerations including global 
warming and climate change.  

 What impact is burning fuels having on our 
atmosphere? 

 Where are rocks used in everyday life? 

periodic table 
igneous 
metamorphic  
sedimentary 
magma 
lava 
erosion 
weathering  
 
energy  
joule  
transfer 
transferred 
renewable  
non-renewable 
biomass 
nuclear 
hydroelectric 
solar panels 
geothermal 
fossil fuel 

Computing 
Mrs Janaway 

 Identify and correct bugs in 
Scratch  

• Follow instructions to write code 
in Small Basic  

• Create a program using 
sequence, repetition and 
selection in Small Basic 

 Download Small Basic - http://smallbasic.com/ and 
use online tutorials to create programs 

 Use online safety websites:  
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
www.childnet.com/  
www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-
safe-online/ 

iteration 
loop 
decision 
value 
output 
< 
> 

http://smallbasic.com/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
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 Understand common 
pseudocode commands 

 Write pseudocode  

 Understand and use sorting and 
searching algorithms 

 Use formulae in a spreadsheet 

 Create and use data validation  

 Do simple calculations in binary 

 Understand and can use 
hexadecimal  

 Understand how images are 
represented in binary 

 Understand the difference 
between input, output and 
storage 

 Explain what the components of 
a computer do and how they 
affect performance 

 Name some of the components 
needed to set up a network 

 Understand the difference 
between the internet, www and 
a search engine 

 Explain how a search engine 
works 

 Explain how online storage works 

 Understand the importance of 
changing my privacy settings and 

http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/  

 Check your daughter’s settings on social media. Make 
sure settings are for friends and family only and that 
location services are turned off.  

 Download apps which encourage brain training, such 
as Merged and Block Hexa Puzzle.   

 E-mail homework to the subject teacher as an 
attachment 

 Save homework on to a USB Memory stick. 

 Use BBC Bitesize to develop understanding of 
Computing topics 
 

bubble sort 
bucket sort 
insertion sort 
merge sort 
binary search  
linear search 
look up table 
pixel 
vector 
bitmap 
ram 
rom 
ethernet cable 
router 
modem 
server 
world wide web 
cloud 
fraud 

http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/
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password regularly  

 Understand about identity theft 

 Understand how to identify and 
deal with a phishing e-mail 

Art 
Miss 
Henderson 

Throughout the summer term all 
students will gain an improved 
understanding of SMSC (Social Moral, 
Spiritual and Cultural), whilst 
continuing to develop their art skills, 
techniques and media choices. There 
will be a particular focus on the 
effective use of specific colour choices 
and links will be made to abstract 
painting in the style of Kandinsky. 
 
Students will be introduced to 
“religious symbols and respect for 
different faiths and beliefs” through a 
project entitled ‘Mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths 
and beliefs” 
The project is aimed to broaden the 
students understanding of British 
values whilst inspiring them to 
research and develop their ideas, link 
their work to an artist and produce a 
final piece using only the colours red, 
white and blue. 

 Research the artist Kandinsky.  

 Produce small pieces of art that feature symbols 
from a variety of religions, use a range of media and 
reflect the style of the artist they have researched. 

 Evaluate each finished piece discussing good points 
and possible areas for improvement. 

 Research and prepare a short paragraph for each 
piece of art chosen and discuss what they liked 
about their work. 

 

Kandinsky 
abstract 
faith 
belief 
SMSC 
social 
moral 
spiritual 
cultural 
line 
tone 
colour 
pattern 
texture 
artists 
evaluation 
media 
improvement 
canvas 
painting 
research 

development 

reflect 

assessment 
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project 

religion 

British 

values 

symbols 

respect 

Creativity 
Miss Humphrey 

 Easter cooking  

 Buddhism continued 

 Meditation  

 Salt dough figures designing and  
making  

 Cooking from around the world - 
food festival preparation and 
event  

 Wind mill making 

 Pencil pot tidy desk designing 
and making 

 Tin craft 

 Papier Mache 

 Cooking from around the world 

 Encourage students to use a range of materials to 
explore their creative side 

 Visit exhibitions and encourage them to bring their 
experiences to the creativity lesson 

 Support them to collect or research resources 
needed for lessons 
 

meditation 
faith 
peace 
foods from around the world 
lefse 
falafel 
papier mache 
names of cooking utensils 
simnel cake 
designing 
embellishing  

Food 
Technology:  
Mrs Humphrey 

 Staple foods 

 Methods of cooking  

 Multi-cultural foods 

 Dangers of fast food 

 Balance meals 

 Milk and dairy foods 

 Encourage students to cook at home – photo any 
practical cooking and bring it to school to show 
me 

 Students need to practice cooking a range of 
different dishes and skills  

 Explore and use new and different ingredients 

staple foods 
nutrients 
guidelines 
conduction 
convection 
radiation 
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 Time plans  

 Pastry skills  
 
Cooking – sweet and sour chicken, 
toad in the hole, chocolate tart, 
pasta bake, cookies, peach pie, 
pasties, puff pastry plat,  
 

from shops 

 Encourage students to try new foods and tastes 

 Look at recipes in magazines and cookery 
programmes on television 

 

stir frying 
steaming 
boiling 
baking 
roasting 
grilling 
functions of ingredients 
garnish 
decoration 
designing 
presenting time plans 
protein 
carbohydrates 
vitamins 
minerals 
fibre 
fat 
nutrients 

Humanities 
Geography 
Mrs Sabey 

 Studying Rivers – how they are 
formed and how they shape the 
landscape. Researching famous 
rivers around the world 
 

 Visit your local river or watch programmes on TV or 
YouTube about rivers 

 Discuss flooding and problems caused 

 http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/riv
ers.html 

 http://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.p
hp 

 

source 
groundwater 
stream 
river 
floodplain 
confluence 
tributary 
meander 
Ox bow lake 

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/rivers.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/earth/rivers.html
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.php
http://www.ducksters.com/geography/worldrivers.php
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 mouth 
delta 
waterfall 
gorge 
flood plain 
erosion 
transportation and deposition   

Humanities 

History 

Mrs Sabey 

 

 

 Black People of America 

 What is a slave? 

 Trade triangle  

 How were slaves treated? 

 Resistance 

 How and why was slavery 
abolished?  

 

 London Museum and London Docklands offer 
interesting visits 

 Discuss the Slave Trade and its effect on Britain 

 Discuss how we should treat others.  

freedom 
racism 
civilised  
slave exploitation 
justice 
trade triangle 
raw materials  manufactured 
materials   route 
middle passage 
insurers 
dysentery 
plantation  
punishment 
cornbread 
abolition   
reformers 
spirituals   
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RE 
Mrs Sabey 

WHAT IS THE ‘BUDDHIST WAY OF 
LIFE’? 
The students will find out about and 
discuss: 

 the story of how Prince Siddattha 
became Buddha 

 That ‘buddha’ means ‘awakened or 
enlightened one’ 

 That there is no supreme deity in 
Buddhism 

 That Buddhists follow the teachings 
of Buddhism to gain enlightenment 
(Nirvana) which is achieved by 
meditating 

 That there are Four Noble Truths in 
Buddhism and that they are 
connected with suffering 

 That Buddhists follow the teachings 
of the Eightfold Path 

 That there are artefacts that help 
Buddhists to meditate  

 That worship and meditation are 
different 

It would be helpful if parents / carers could talk about the 
following things with their daughter: 

 What would a perfect world look like? 

 Why is our world not perfect? 

 Why is there suffering in the world? 

 Key moments in your lives that have changed your 
lives forever 

 Talk about communities your daughter or you belong 
to e.g. sports clubs, drama groups, school, work - 
how does it feel to be part of that community?  

 When students are discussing their ideas it is 
important that they can back up their ideas, so 
questioning them and considering different points of 
view is really useful.   

Prince Siddhartha 
Buddha 
enlightenment 
meditation 
shrine 
Nirvana 
Four Noble Truths 
Eightfold path 
Wheel of life 
rebirth 
 

 


