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9F Curriculum Overview  

Spring Term 2017 

 

Subject  Area(s) of Study  Suggestions for Parental Support/Involvement at Home Key words 

English 
Mrs Forbes 
Year 9S 

 Of Mice and Men and Creative 
Writing  

 Understanding of setting, main 
themes, ideas, character 

 Using language to craft every 
sentence 

 Look for and use a wide variety 
of language features   

 Develop a personal and critical 
response. 

 Use of quotation and reference 
to support interpretations in 
closed book conditions 

 Analysis of language to identify 
and interpret explicit and 
implicit information and ideas 

 Spoken language skills will also 
be taught and developed to 
help students participate 
effectively in group work, 
discussions and presentations. 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and what 
she has done each week to move towards them 

 Ask your daughter to summarise what has happened 
so far in the text and to provide some key 
information and detail about characters, setting, plot 
and themes 

 Encourage and discuss private reading asking for 
details about character, plot and setting and seeing 
if these can be backed with specific examples from 
the text – close references or quotations 

 Discuss historical context if appropriate when you 
are watching TV or film – exploring how have 
people’s lives and attitudes changed over time 

novel 
text 
character 
plot 
setting 
quotation 
context 
words and phrases 
description 
evacuation 
technique 
emotion 
P.E.E.L. -  point, evidence, explanation, 
link 
structure 
sentence 
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Maths 
Miss Palmer 

 This term we will be learning 
the following mathematical 
skills 

Measures and Area 

 Metric Measures 

 Imperial Measures 

 Area of a Square and Rectangle 

 Area of a Triangle 

 Area of a Parallelogram 

 Circumference of a Circle 
Handling Data 

 Bar Charts 

 Pie Charts 

 Line Graphs 

 Averages 

 Collecting Data 

 Tally Charts 

 Comparing Data 

 Ask your daughter to identify metric and imperial 
measures e.g. miles, kilometres, pints and litres etc. 
especially when cooking and using recipes that state 
measures 

 Ask your daughter to identify 2D shapes at home 
and when out. 

 Encourage your daughter to collect information (e.g. 
how many cars during the adverts, or how many 
different types of animals are shown in a TV show) in 
appropriate forms e.g. tally charts, bar chart 

 Have your daughter practice her mathematical 
instrument skills e.g. using a ruler, using a 
protractor, using a compass to draw circles 
 

metric 
imperial 
area 
triangle 
parallelogram 
circle 
circumference 
diameter 
radius 
bar 
data 
average 
mode 
mean 
median 
range 
frequency 

 

9 F 
Science 
Mr Evans 

Chemistry and the Periodic Table. 
In this unit we will be studying how 
atoms interact with each other 
during chemical reactions.   
We will be looking at ceramics, 
plastics and polymers and how new 
technologies are inventing new 
materials.  
We will study the periodic table 
and the trends and patterns in the 

 Talk to your daughter about her targets and what 
she has done each week to move towards them. 

 Find out about plastics, what are they, where do 
they come from, how are they made and what 
problems are there with their disposal. 

 What impact is burning fuels having on our 
atmosphere? 

 What were the problems with using CFCs in aerosols 
and refrigerators?  Has this problem now been 
resolved? 

atom 
element 
mixture 
compound 
polymer 
polymerisation 
ceramic 
composite materials 
ozone 
ozone layer 
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table. recycling 
endothermic 
exothermic 
extraction 
thermal decomposition 

Computing 
Mrs Janaway 

 Algorithms and flowcharts 

 Sorting Algorithms 

 Programming – Scratch and 
Small Basic 

 Data representation – 
spreadsheets and databases in 
Access / Excel 

 Home networks 

 Creating a safe online social 
presence 

 Identity Theft 

 Malware 

 Interactive Media 

  Online Software – Prezi  

 Look at e-safety websites - 
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
www.childnet.com/  
www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-
safe-online/  

 BBC Bitesize provides a great introduction to 
Computer Science - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty  

 Discuss anti-virus / spyware software used at home.  

 Use online tutorials and YouTube to develop an 
understanding of Scratch. The software can be used 
online or downloaded free of charge. In school we 
use version 1.4 - https://scratch.mit.edu/ 

 Small Basic can also be downloaded for free to your 
home computer - http://smallbasic.com/  

 Look at presentations already created in Prezi - 
https://prezi.com/  

 Take photos with a digital camera or Smartphone 
and practise uploading them to a laptop or PC 
 

Bubble Sort 
flowchart 
pseudocode 
input / output 
result 
sequence 
repetition / iteration 
loop 
procedure 
function 
selection 
debug 
autosum 
formula 
filter 
data validation 
router 
Wi-Fi 
virus 
spyware 
phishing e-mail 
cloud 

  

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z34k7ty
https://scratch.mit.edu/
http://smallbasic.com/
https://prezi.com/
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Art 
Miss 
Henderson 

Over the spring term students will 
continue to develop their art skills 
and knowledge, with the emphasis 
falling on their final pieces, one 
being a personalised canvas that 
links the Autumn term skills and 
media choices, whilst also 
demonstrating their   
understanding of the formal 
elements. 

The research for the project makes 
use of the fabulous grounds and 
buildings at Limpsfield Grange, 
whilst also starting to develop the 
students understanding of the 
requirements at GCSE.  

The second final piece aims to 
improve the student development 
of ideas, enabling an improved 
understanding of famous artists, 
styles and art movements which 
will be reflected in their second 
final canvas. 

Artists link - Edward Hopper 
 

 Research Edward Hopper and discuss. 

 Research “building” themed Art and print examples. 

 Research the formal elements of art. 

 Research media choices used by famous artists who 
use “buildings” as their theme. 

 Produce small pieces of art that use a range of media 
reflecting this research. 

line 
tone 
colour 
pattern 
texture 
shape 
paint 
pastel 
ink 
collage 
artist 
media 
Edward Hopper 
display 
exhibition 
observational 
buildings 
canvas 
photography 
research 
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Health and 
Social Care 
GCSE 
Mrs 
Chippington 

Coping with life events unit. 
The students will learn about how 
people cope with life events, in 
particular considering which events 
are expected and which are 
unexpected. There will be work 
about how these life events effect 
development, both in positive and 
negative ways. Students will also 
find out about sources of support 
and how the support can be 
accessed. Relationships will be 
discussed and the effect of 
relationships on personal 
development. In addition students 
will consider the effects of neglect, 
abuse and lack of support.  
 
Influencing factors unit. 
Students will consider factors that 
affect self-concept, e.g. life 
experiences, relationships, culture, 
appearance. Factors affecting 
development will also be studied, 
e.g. physical, genetic, social and 
emotional, economic and 
environmental factors. The 
students will then look at the 
effects of these factors on self-

 At home this unit can be supported by watching 
documentaries about e.g. children’s hospitals, 
care homes. Also serials such as Casualty and 
Holby City, talking with your daughter about 
how e.g. self-esteem may be affected by the 
illness/incident that has happened. 

 If you have any friends or relatives who access 
heath or social care services talk about this with 
your daughter. Find out about the support given 
and why it is needed. Is the support voluntary or 
do they have to pay for it? 

 Talk about the careers that are available in the 
Health and Social Care sector 

 Discuss life events that have happened in your 
family, e.g. moving house, redundancy, arrival of 
a sibling, divorce, serious accident or illness, how 
has that impacted on the family physically, 
intellectually, emotionally and socially.  

 

expected life events 
unexpected life events 
redundancy 
bereavement 
formal support 
informal support 
professional carers 
non-professional carers 
GP 
occupational therapist 
physiotherapist 
community nurse 
social workers 
home are assistant 
health care assistant 
relationships 
neglect 
abuse 
 
The 17 factors in life: 
genetic inheritance 
ethnicity 
gender 
friendships 
family relationships 
life experiences 
housing conditions 
surrounding area 
educational experiences 
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esteem, health and wellbeing, 
employment prospects and level of 
education. The final part of this unit 
looks at how these factors inter-
relate to affect a person’s life in 
many ways.  

income 
employment 
material possessions 
access to services 
disease 
pollution 
diet 

Food 
Technology:  
Mrs Humphrey 

Staple foods 
Methods of cooking  
Multi-cultural foods 
Dangers of fast food 
Balance meals 
Milk and dairy foods 
Time plans  
Pastry skills  
 
Cooking – sweet and sour chicken, 
toad in the hole, 
Chocolate tart, pasta bake, cookies, 
peach pie, pasties, puff pastry plat,  
 

 Encourage students to cook at home – photo any 
practical cooking and bring it to school to show me 

 Students need to practice cooking a range of 
different dishes and skills  

 Explore and use new and different ingredients from 
shops 

 Encourage students to try new foods and tastes 

 Look at recipes in magazines and cookery 
programmes on television 

 

staple foods 
nutrients 
guidelines 
conduction 
convection 
radiation 
stir frying 
steaming 
boiling 
baking 
roasting 
grilling 
functions of ingredients 
garnish 
decoration 
designing 
presenting time plans 
protein 
carbohydrates 
vitamins 
minerals 
fibre 
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fat 
nutrients 

Textiles 
Miss 
Henderson 
 

During the first half of the spring 
term Textile students will develop 
the range of Textile ‘skills for life’ 
that they learnt during the autumn 
term such as printing, dyeing, use 
of components and sewing by hand 
and machine. 
Students will continue designing 
and making ‘cushions’ for occasions 
such as Valentine’s day whilst 
evaluating and discussing relevant 
client choices and shops for their 
product. 
The project enables the students to 
become more aware of client 
needs, product requirements and 
decorative and construction 
techniques. 
All students will develop skills for 
life through hand/machine stitching 
and decorative textile techniques. 
Students will rotate to Food 
Technology after the ½ term break. 

 

 Research a variety of cushions and discuss. 

 Discuss the client type for each cushion 
researched. 

 Discuss different types of cushions and their 
fastenings. 

 Research and discuss the technique of ‘tie dye’. 

 Research and discuss the technique ‘block 
printing’. 

 Research cushion sizes, fastenings, fabrics and 
components used 

 Research a variety of shops and the styles of the 
cushions they sell. 

sewing  
machine 
needle 
thread 
technique 
dye 
print 
stencil 
sew 
fabric 
cotton 
stitching 
decorative 
client 
template 
cushion 
embellishment 
polyester wadding 
components 
fastenings 
construction 
shop 
retail 
valentine 
evaluation 

 


