


My hero is Nicholas Winton. He was born 
on May 19th 1909 in London. He worked in a 
bank in England, Germany and in France. 

He saved 669 Jewish children. Nicholas 
talked to the British government to 
persuade them to save the Jewish children 
and put them on a train to Holland. 

 
Did you know? 
Did you know that Nicholas Winton is 104 
years old. 



Winton was born in Hampstead, London to parents of German 
Jewish origin who had moved there in 1907. The family name 
was Wertheim, but they changed it to Winton. 

 The family eventually converted to Christianity, and Winton 
was baptised. In 1923 Winton entered Stowe School, which 
had just opened. He left without graduating, attending night 
school while volunteering at the Midland Bank.  

Some time later, he went to Hamburg, Germany, where he 
began to work at Behrens Bank, and then Wasserman Bank in 
Berlin. In 1931 he moved to France, where he worked for the 
Banque Nationale de Crédit in Paris, and earned a banking 
qualification. On returning to London, he worked as a 
stockbroker at the London Stock Exchange. 

 





Just before Christmas 1938 Winton was 
about to travel to Switzerland for a 
skiing holiday, when he decided instead 
to travel to Prague, Czechoslovakia, to 
help his friend Martin Blake, who was 
involved in Jewish refugee work, and 
had called him asking for his help. There 
he single-handedly established an 
organization to aid children from Jewish 
families at risk from the Nazis. He set up 
an office at a dining room table in his 
hotel in Wenceslas Square. In November 
1938, shortly after Kristallnacht, the 
House of Commons had approved a 
measure that would permit the entry of 
refugees younger than 17 years old into 
Britain, if they had a place to stay and a 
warranty of £50 was deposited for a 
ticket for their eventual return to their 
country of origin. 

Did you know? 
An important obstacle was getting 
official permission to cross into 
the Netherlands, as the children 
were destined to embark on the 
ferry at the Hook of Holland. After 
Kristallnacht on 9–10 November 
1938, the Dutch government had 
officially closed its borders to any 
Jewish refugees, and the border 
guards actively searched for them 
and returned their captives to 
Germany, despite the horrors of 
Kristallnacht being well known in 
the Low Countries, as, for 
instance, from the Dutch-German 
border the synagogue in Aachen 
could be seen burning, only 3 
miles away. 



Question 1 

 

How did Nicholas save the Jews? 

A) Bus 

B) Ferry 

C) Train  



 The answer is:  



Question 2:  

 

How many Jews did he save? 

A) 167 

B) 669 

C) 587 



The answer is: 

 



Question 3:  

 

 

 What was his original last name? 

A)  Wertheim 

B) William 

C) Winton 

 



The answer is: 

 




