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Participant Information Sheet

Study title: How can inclusion at mainstream secondary school be improved, and behavioural and educational 
expectations adjusted, for the needs of the girl with Aspergers Syndrome?

Researcher: Elizabeth  Siemaszko

Please read this information carefully. If you are happy for your child to participate you will be asked to sign a 
consent form (attached - see also letter outlining questions to be discussed).

What is the research about?
This research will look at the social, emotional and academic needs of girls with Aspergers in the school environment.  It 
will examine students’ and parents’ experiences of inclusion, and discuss what is essential for their wellbeing and support.   
It will also look at what is important for learning and life skills and explore the opinions of professionals in the field.

Why has your child been chosen?
Your child has been chosen because of their  views resulting from their personal experiences .  I consider these to form a 
vital part of the project.

What will happen if your child takes part?
If your child agrees to take part, they will participate in a relaxed focus group ‘chat’ session to answer some questions 
(see attached letter), where discussion will be recorded and then anonymously transcribed.

Are there any benefits in your child taking part?
By taking part in the research your child will be contributing to evidence from various sources (parents, professionals) in 
order to help improve mainstream provision for girls with Aspergers.

Are there any risks involved?
This research does not involve any known risks. Your child has the right to withdraw at any time during the focus group, 
not answer questions if they do not want to, or withdraw their participation afterwards. They will not be asked for an 
explanation as to their decision.  Should they prefer, they can submit contributions through drawings or writing.

Will my participation be confidential?
All information will be kept in line with the Data Protection Act and the University of Wolverhampton’s ethics code, and will 
be kept confidentially (password-protected computer).  No student names will be included.  Data will be anonymised 
through a coding system, and may be withdrawn upon request provided the request is made in writing before the 
8/5/2017.*   Such requests should be made to elizabeth@futuremediasystems.co.uk.

What happens if your child changes their mind?
If your child decides to withdraw from the research, their data (age/school year/comments) will be withdrawn from the 
study. * However, if your child decides to withdraw after final submission of the project in May, their data will remain 
anonymised within the project. Your child will not be penalised in any way if they change their mind.

Where can I get more information?
If you would like more information, or have any questions at any time, please contact me:
Elizabeth Siemaszko (Mrs.) email:  elizabeth@futuremediasystems.co.uk  tel 07734 951276.

I am very grateful for your assistance in my research.
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