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To Whom It May Concern 

 

Consent form for Research Project
(BA in Education, University of Wolverhampton) 

Dear Parent, 

I would like to introduce myself as a BA student and parent of an 18-year old girl with a diagnosis 
of Aspergers, whose experiences in education have provided the inspiration for a research project 
entitled: How can inclusion at mainstream secondary school be improved, and behavioural and 
educational expectations adjusted, for the needs of the girl with Aspergers Syndrome?  As part of 
this project I am required to provide evidence from students, parents and professionals in the form 
of interviews, questionnaires or focus groups. I have been in touch with Mrs. Sarah Wild to request 
permission to visit the school to speak to some of the girls, and she has asked that I obtain your 
consent for this to happen. 

As Limpsfield Grange is known for providing a mainstream curriculum within an environment 
tailored to the needs of girls with autism, I am envisaging a 45-minute or so focus group (group 
‘chat’) with a few of the girls (no individual interviews) around issues such as:  what works for them 
at Limpsfield, what helps them make progress; how they are helped to deal with anxiety and 
sensory issues; what is important to them regarding teaching/social strategies; what makes a good 
teacher; future aspirations etc. The format would be very informal, and (with the school’s 
permission) I will include my daughter in order to facilitate a socially relaxed atmosphere. I am sure 
the school will provide a member of their staff to be present. 

I would greatly value the input from the girls at Limpsfield (some of whom I met recently at a 
conference), and who have been so open about their experiences through TV and books. They 
have done much to open up many areas of the often misunderstood and unresearched field of girls 
with autism. Apart from obviously benefiting me hugely, it is my hope to make this focus group 
meeting a positive and confidence-enhancing experience. I recognise their vulnerability and would 
aim to concentrate on positive aspects, rather than dwelling on painful past experiences. If the girls 
would prefer to write down, or draw how they feel instead of talking, these contributions would also 
be considered valuable pieces of evidence. 

I would like to record the conversations so as not to miss important opinions and reactions due to 
writing notes. The content will be written up anonymously (each student will receive a numerical or 
alphabetical code to protect confidentiality - this forms part of the ethics policy of the University, 
which has approved the project). Data to include would only be the age and school year (to prove 
that girls are of secondary school age, as part of the project title). 
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Many thanks for your time in reading this. It is my hope that the final research project may 
contribute in some way to improving the lives of many girls still struggling with these issues at 
mainstream schools, sometimes to the point of school refusal. 

I attach with this letter a consent form, which I would be grateful for you to return to the school at 
your earliest convenience, as (bearing in mind school holidays) I hope to conduct this focus group 
in April.    If you should have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me on the email 
address or mobile number below.  I should be very glad to explain anything further. 

Yours faithfully, 

Elizabeth Siemaszko (Mrs.) email: elizabeth@futuremediasystems.co.uk

mobile:  07734 951276

Encl. 
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